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Fringe Benefits
Bronagh Gallagher roped in one of
her old pals, Brian Eno, to help her make her 
career-best new album. WORDS: Roisin Dwyer

“I was admiring tulips my mother had 
planted in my garden. I just looked at 
nature; its intelligence and integrity. It 
knows who it is and stands tall. I just 
thought, what a great lesson... Gather Your 

Greatness!”

Bronagh Gallagher is seated in The Library Bar 
discussing empowerment, gratitude and humility 
– themes that abound in her latest stellar outing, 
arguably her most personal statement to date. 
“Last February I came to a point where I thought ‘I 
don’t know if I want to stand up on stage and sing 
these songs, I actually feel a bit self-conscious. I 
never really trusted myself as a songwriter, I never 
really respected myself as a songwriter because I’d 
been surrounded my whole life by such talented 
friends who have done so well. But then I stopped 
comparing myself. It’s so destructive. I also 
stopped looking for validation from the outside.” 
As well as addressing her own personal evolution, 
the album also deals with broader issues such as 
war and terrorism.

“Obviously I grew up in a war,” says the Derry 
native. “But I really felt the events of the Bataclan 
because Eagles Of Death Metal are looked after by 
my booking agent Steve Strange. I had my band 
in Paris five months previously, that could have 
been us. I remember thinking of all those innocent 

young hearts that have nothing to do with that 
fundamentalist, psychotic, brainwashed, horrific, 
terrorist organisation. I often sit down and think, 
‘Why? Why with all our emotional intelligence 
can’t we evolve to a place of peace?”

In addition to such weighty ruminations the 
collection also possesses some lighter moments 
on tracks such ‘Radio’, a song in which she plays 
tributes to her musical heroes. The number 
features old pal Brian Eno on backing vocals. 
“We’ve been friends a long time and Brian is 
incredibly kind. We actually have a singing group 
in London, it’s friends from all walks of life who 
have been singing together for 15 years who meet 
once a week.” 

“I didn’t really know his work for a long time 
because I was into the soul world and he was 
into what he does,” she adds. “There were a 
few social blunders along the way. I remember 
loving ‘The Great Curve’ and asking him had he 
heard of Talking Heads! He was like, ‘I produced 
that record!’ (laughs) I’m obviously a lot better 
educated about it now!”

Maria McKee also contributes vocals to the 
record. “She’s a great old friend who just basically 
said ‘I want to sing on your record’,” smiles 
Bronagh. “She’s a master. You sit down with McKee 
and when she starts to sing you think, ‘Just be 
quiet Bronagh, let the real singers do their thing’.”  

In addition to her guests, Bronagh 
surrounded herself with a stellar cast of 
musicians, including Rob Malone and Dave 
Hingerty plus long-time collaborator Conor 
Brady. With such an eye for choosing talent 
is there anyone she would like to work with 
on future projects? “I’m actually a huge Dr.Dre 
fan!” she laughs. “I’ve listened to his stuff from 
the beginning of NWA. I think Kendrick Lamar 
is great too. I’d love to make a hip hop album 
but Conor always says, ‘You’re not a hip hop 
artist – stop rapping! That’s something I’d love 
to do though.”

So could there be a hip hop track on the 
next album? There could be, yeah! I can 
imagine some classic soul stuff with hip hop 
production. Who knows!” 

Gallagher continues to balance her musical 
adventures with her other love, acting. Since 
lighting up the screen in The Commitments she 
has gone on to star in Pulp Fiction, Star Wars, 
Tara Road and Albert Nobbs to name but a few 
filmic highlights. She is currently working on 
Return To Montauk with Stellan Skarsgard.

“I’m really loving it,” she says. “Volker 
Schlondorff, who directed The Tin Drum is 
helming it. It’s being shot in New York and 
Berlin. It can be quite full on and sometimes 
you do find yourself exhausted but I’m really 
enjoying it.”

She does make time in her busy schedule to 
get home to Derry as often as possible. On her 
last visit she made a point of phoning up her 
mate Eamonn McCann to congratulate him 
on his election victory. “He’s a humanitarian 
and he understands people,” she says. “He’s a 
very intelligent, articulate man. You just hope 
with a mind like that you can start to dissolve 
some very old sectarian problems. I’m a big fan 
of Eamonn’s. I actually used to babysit for him! 
He’s a great friend.” 

Gather Your Greatness is out now
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